AUDIT COMMITTEE
6.00 P.M. 30TH JANUARY 2025

PRESENT:- Councillors Paul Stubbins (Chair), David Whitaker (Vice-Chair),
Peter Jackson, Colin Hartley and Isabella Metcalf-Riener

Apologies for Absence:

Councillor Ruth Colbridge

Officers in attendance:

Luke Gorst Chief Officer - Governance and Monitoring Officer
Emily Priestley Procurement and Contract Solicitor
Sarah Moorghen Democratic Support Officer

36 MINUTES

It was noted that the minutes of the meeting dated 27" November 2024 would be agreed
and signed at the next meeting of the Audit Committee.

37 ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS AUTHORISED BY THE CHAIR
There were no items of urgent business.

38 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

39 UPDATE AND AMENDMENTS TO THE COUNCIL'S CONTRACT PROCEDURE
RULES

The Procurement and Contracts Solicitor presented a report which provided Members
with an update on the changes required to the Council’'s Contract Procedure Rules
(CPRs) in response to procurement legislation coming into effect in 2025.

The Committee was advised that the proposed amendments reflected a significant
update in line with the requirements of the Procurement Act 2023 (the Act) which was
scheduled to come into force on 24™ February 2025.

A copy of the amended CPRs were appended to the agenda for the Committee’s
consideration.

The Committee considered the amended CPRs and discussed a number of further
amendments. It was felt by the Committee that there was a contradiction in Paragraph
1.1 and also that Paragraph 11.3 required some further explanation regarding the
differences between contracts under the old and new rules.

Members felt it would be beneficial to include the Procurement Team email address in
the CPRs.
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The Committee discussed the removal of the requirement for at least one quote from a
local Lancaster supplier and requested that unless there was a legal reason for this to
be removed that it remain a requirement of the rules.

The Committee also asked a number of questions regarding how Procurement sat within
the Council’'s Risk Management Strategy. It was agreed that the Procurement and
Contracts Solicitor would discuss this with the Projects and Performance Manager to
ensure that the CPRs were compatible with the Council’s Risk Register.

The Committee agreed to approve the amended CPRs subject to the minor non-material
changes discussed.

Councillor David Whitaker left the meeting at 6.55pm and did not take part in the
consideration of the item and voting thereon.

It was proposed by Councillor Peter Jackson and seconded by Councillor Isabella
Metcalf-Riener and unanimously agreed.

Resolved:

D That the proposed changes to the Contract Procedure Rules be approved.

2) That power be delegated to the Monitoring Officer to make any further changes
to the Contract Procedure Rules if required, to comply with subsequent

Government guidance, policy and updated legislation following the
implementation of the Procurement Act 2023.

Chair

(The meeting ended at 7.30 p.m.)

Any queries regarding these Minutes, please contact
Sarah Moorghen, Democratic Support - email smoorghen@lancaster.gov.uk



